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Professor Bastable said the tax was twice as heavy
as in 1869. The free-traders argued that it was pro-
tective to the farmer, and protective on the universal
raw material, and that there was protective discrimina-
tion in favour of the miller. Lastly, the duty, if
increased, could be used so as to give a preference
to the Colonies, and this was suspected in some
quarters to be the true reason for its introduction.

All these allegations were in turn disputed. A
protective tax protects, this one did not; and not
an acre would be added to the wheat area in this
country on account of it. The proportion between
flour and corn was the fairest possible; and it was
not inconsistent with free trade that, so far as any
infinitesimal bias existed, it should be in favour of
the home miller. As for a Zollverein, the Chancellor
was in favour of it on a free trade basis, if that were
possible. Free trade with our Colonies would not
necessarily involve the imposition of duties as against
foreign nations ; " but if we could have free trade "
with our Colonies, even some sacrifice in that direc-
tion might be made. In spite of this somewhat
ambiguous sentence, the speech was taken as an
assurance that the Government had no intention by
this small tax of opening the door to preferential
tariff arrangements.

Lord Goschen's defence of the tax may be quoted
as summing up the argument in its favour in a most
reasonable way. He considered the tax had one
special virtue in that it went to broaden our system
of taxation; and, in regard to its suggested protective
element, he drew a distinction between a tax which
was wholly protective and one which, though of a